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Nearly two decades after its creation, Wikipedia has emerged as one of the widest-reaching
websites on the Internet (1). It is frequently accessed by students of all ages and disciplines,
consulted by academics and healthcare professionals and importantly, it is often the first place
a patient will go when seeking health information (2), making it a potent tool for the

dissemination of evidence-based dental knowledge.
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With medical articles available in 283 languages (3), Wikipedia is the most explored website on
the internet for health-related searches (2). One study suggested that the online traffic to
Wikipedia’s medical articles is equal to that of the National Institute of Health (NIH) website
and even surpasses that of MedlinePlus and WebMD (4).

In addition to helping address health inequalities in an increasingly technology-driven world,
well-developed Wikipedia pages can be a reliable tool for dental healthcare professionals and an

excellent educational resource for patients.

Although Wikipedia articles can be edited by anyone, there is a movement toward dental pages
being edited and monitored primarily by dental students and faculty in association with the
Wikipedia Collaboration of Dental Schools (WCODS). WCODS is a student-led initiative in
collaboration with Cochrane Oral Health. Articles are edited to ensure that the information is
current, accurate and references high-quality peer-reviewed evidence. Students and faculty
volunteer their spare time to this cause and are driven by a sense of obligation to improve free

access to evidence-based dentistry.

Recognizing the impact Wikipedia has on the profession, we call upon the support and
participation of the greater dental professional community to contribute to the development of
quality articles either individually or by joining the WCODS. Together, we can join forces to

reach millions.

Disclaimer

All authors actively contribute to content on Wikipedia pages, advocate for dental professionals'
contributions to Wikipedia and are involved in Wikipedia training events at their affiliated

Universities.

References

1.Alexa.com. 2020. The Top 500 Sites On The Web. [online] Available at:
<https://www.alexa.com/topsites> [Accessed 9 September 2020].

2.Smith, D., 2020. “Situating Wikipedia as a health information resource in various contexts: A

scoping review”. PLOS ONE, 15(2).

Citation: Dr. Geres Nour. “Wikipedia: The Most Relevant Forum for Dental Public Health Information” MAR Dental

Sciences 1.2 (2020)



https://www.google.com/search?q=Situating+Wikipedia+as+a+health+information+resource+in+various+contexts%3A+A+scoping+review&oq=Situating+Wikipedia+as+a+health+information+resource+in+various+contexts%3A+A+scoping+review&aqs=chrome..69i57.873j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=Situating+Wikipedia+as+a+health+information+resource+in+various+contexts%3A+A+scoping+review&oq=Situating+Wikipedia+as+a+health+information+resource+in+various+contexts%3A+A+scoping+review&aqs=chrome..69i57.873j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

MAR Dental sciences

3.https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Medicine/Stats/Number_of_articles_by
_language_2018

4.Heilman JM, West AG. “Wikipedia and medicine: quantifying readership, editors, and the
significance of natural language”. J Med Internet Res. 2015;17(3):e62. Published 2015 Mar 4.
doi:10.2196/jmir.4069.

Volume 1 Issue 2 October 2020
©AIl rights reserved by Dr. Geres Nour.

Citation: Dr. Geres Nour. “Wikipedia: The Most Relevant Forum for Dental Public Health Information” MAR Dental

Sciences 1.2 (2020)



https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00z6WZ44McjTO3JSn5pOBzjMWfCJA%3A1600061158657&ei=5v5eX9fTJ4-P4-EPk8q42Ak&q=quantifying+readership%2C+editors%2C+and+the+significance+of+natural+language&oq=quantifying+readership%2C+editors%2C+and+the+significance+of+natural+language&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgcIIxDqAhAnUNXdAljV3QJg4-MCaAFwAHgAgAGzAogBswKSAQMzLTGYAQCgAQGgAQKqAQdnd3Mtd2l6sAEKwAEB&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwjX3uun9OfrAhWPxzgGHRMlDpsQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00z6WZ44McjTO3JSn5pOBzjMWfCJA%3A1600061158657&ei=5v5eX9fTJ4-P4-EPk8q42Ak&q=quantifying+readership%2C+editors%2C+and+the+significance+of+natural+language&oq=quantifying+readership%2C+editors%2C+and+the+significance+of+natural+language&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgcIIxDqAhAnUNXdAljV3QJg4-MCaAFwAHgAgAGzAogBswKSAQMzLTGYAQCgAQGgAQKqAQdnd3Mtd2l6sAEKwAEB&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwjX3uun9OfrAhWPxzgGHRMlDpsQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00z6WZ44McjTO3JSn5pOBzjMWfCJA%3A1600061158657&ei=5v5eX9fTJ4-P4-EPk8q42Ak&q=quantifying+readership%2C+editors%2C+and+the+significance+of+natural+language&oq=quantifying+readership%2C+editors%2C+and+the+significance+of+natural+language&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgcIIxDqAhAnUNXdAljV3QJg4-MCaAFwAHgAgAGzAogBswKSAQMzLTGYAQCgAQGgAQKqAQdnd3Mtd2l6sAEKwAEB&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwjX3uun9OfrAhWPxzgGHRMlDpsQ4dUDCA0&uact=5

